






















sequence	 of	 occupation	 spanning	 from	 the	 Mid-Republican	 period	 to	 the	 early	 Imperial	 period.	 The	
study	of	the	pottery	assemblage	recovered	from	these	stratigraphic	deposits	contribute	significantly	to	
our	understanding	of	 the	material	 culture,	 society	 and	economy	of	 the	 Latin	 town	at	 that	 time.	Until	
recently,	the	only	available	corpora	of	ceramics	from	contemporary	contexts	at	Gabii	were	those	from	
the	 votive	 deposits	 at	 the	 sanctuary	 of	 Iuno	 (Almagro	Gorbea	 1982),	 from	 the	 extraurban	 “Santuario	
Orientale”	(Musco,	Pilo	2006),	and	from	the	rural	shrine	at	Ponte	di	Nona	(Potter	1989),	which	is	located	
about	3	miles	from	the	urban	center,	and	which	has	been	interpreted	as	a	healing	sanctuary	(see	Musco	
2006,	with	 further	bibliography).	 In	all	 cases,	 then,	we	are	dealing	with	 sanctuary	 sites,	 for	which	 the	
particular	 use	 and	 function	 of	 the	 objects	 resulted	 in	 the	 overrepresentation	 of	 finewares	 and	
terracottas	 as	 opposed	 to	 common	 and	 coarse	wares.	 Useful	 comparanda	 for	 the	 analysis	 of	 vessels	
used	 for	 food	 preparation,	 cooking	 and	 storage,	which	 is	 an	 underrepresented	 class	 in	 the	 published	
assemblages	from	Gabii,	are	provided	by	the	finds	from	recent	developer-driven	archaeology	projects	in	
the	east	suburban	sprawl	of	Rome.	A	number	of	dumping	sites	dating	to	the	middle	and	late	Republican	
period	 have	 been	 identified	 as	 a	 result	 of	 these	 projects,	 whose	 timely	 publication	 (Bertoldi	 2011)	
provides	us	with	an	updated	repertoire	of	the	main	shapes	and	types	of	utilitarian	pottery	then	common	
in	the	sector	of	Rome’s	suburbium	closer	to	Gabii.	
The	 study	 of	 the	 materials	 collected	 from	 the	 Tincu	 house	 allows	 us	 to	 chart	 the	 consumption	 and	
discard	 patterns	 associated	 with	 the	 occupation	 of	 domestic	 contexts	 (either	 the	 house	 itself	 or	 the	
neighborhood),	 although	nothing	 can	be	 said	 about	 specific	 classes	 of	materials	 (particularly	 precious	
materials	or	stones)	that	only	rarely	get	lost	or	dumped.	
Table	18	shows	the	distribution	of	pottery	fragments	(sherd	counts)	by	phase.	The	deposits	have	been	
distinguished	 into:	 occupation	 levels	 (A),	 leveling	 layers	 whose	 function	 was	 to	 raise	 the	 surface	 to	




the	 analysis	 of	 the	 stratigraphic	 sequence,	 emphasizing	 the	 activities	 associated	with	 the	 stratigraphy	
and	structure,	and	paying	particular	attention	to	both	the	relative	proportions	and	combinations	of	the	






contained	 a	 significant	 amount	 of	 material	 whose	 dating	 is	 contemporary	 with	 the	 formation	 of	 the	
deposits,	 thus	 providing	 useful	 data	 to	 reconstruct	 consumption	 patterns	 in	 the	 periods	 when	 the	
property	was	in	active	use.	The	assemblages	assigned	to	Phases	2-3	(1st	c.	BCE-1st	c.	CE)	were	much	less	
informative,	despite	the	fact	that	they	are	quantitatively	more	representative	(about	12,000	fragments,	
corresponding	 to	 70%	 of	 the	 entire	 sample)	 because	 almost	 all	 the	 finds	 from	 these	 levels	 are	 in	
secondary	 or	 tertiary	 deposition,	 and	 should	 bee	 associated	 with	 the	 activities	 taking	 place	 during	
previous	phases	of	occupation	of	the	site.	





only	 when	 these	 classes	 of	 materials	 could	 not	 otherwise	 be	 included	 in	 the	 assessment,	 and	
fragagments	 of	 walls	 have	 been	 considered	 only	 when	 assessing	 pottery	 classes	 otherwise	
unrepresented.	
The	 analysis	 presented	 here	 concentrates	 on	 the	 overall	 interpretation	 of	 the	 deposits	 and	 their	


















The	data	 for	 Phase	B-2	 are	 less	 robust,	 due	 to	both	 the	 small	 quantity	 of	 sherds	 recovered	 from	 this	
stratum	(1,038	sherds,	about	7.30%	of	the	total)	and	the	high	levels	of	residuality	of	materials	originally	
associated	 with	 the	 stratigraphy	 of	 Phases	 1A	 and	 1B,	 which	 were	 heavily	 disturbed	 during	 the	







Residual	 materials	 are	 frequent	 in	 the	 strata	 belonging	 to	 Phase	 B-3.	 Despite	 the	 large	 quanitity	 of	
ceramics	 retrieved	 from	 these	 levels	 (more	 than	 8,500	 sherds,	 corresponding	 to	 60%	 of	 the	 total	
sample),	 materials	 contemporary	 with	 the	 possible	 formation	 dates	 of	 the	 layers,	 as	 limited	 by	 the	
earlier	phases	of	the	stratigraphic	sequence,	are	rare.	Almost	all	the	pottery	from	the	Phase	B-3	deposits	
are	 residual	 and	 have	 dates	 contemporary	 with	 the	 activities	 of	 Phases	 1	 and	 2.	 Though	 residuality	
complicates	 the	dating	of	 this	 phase,	 ceramics	which	 are	 likely	 contemporary	with	 the	deposit	 of	 the	









layer,	 on	 top	 of	 which	 a	 tile	 structure	 whose	 function	 remains	 uncertain	 was	 constructed.	 This	 tile	











this	class	were	not	used	 for	ordinary	cooking	activities,	but	 rather	 in	sacred	activities.	A	specific	 ritual	
function	has	also	been	proposed	for	ISW,	at	least	during	its	initial	phases	of	diffusion	(i.e.	assuming	that	
this	 type	 of	 object	 was	 introduced	 into	 domestic	 contexts	 only	 at	 a	 later	 stage).	 These	 hypotheses,	







Activity	 Class	 Production	 Shape	 Type	 Chronology	








Threipland	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 the	 finds	 from	 Veii.[3]	 Newly	 published	 evidence	 from	 Veii,[4]	 and	 recent	







from	at	 least	 the	 first	half/middle	of	 the	5th	century	BCE.	Up	to	360-340	BCE,	however,	examples	are	






noted,	 however,	 that	 elements	 that	 are	 otherwise	 typical	 in	 Mid-Republican	 assemblages	 in	 central	
Tyrrhenian	 Italy,	 such	 as	 Early/Mid-Republican	 Red	 Slip,	 Red	 Figured	 Pottery,	 and	Black	Gloss	 Pottery	
with	overpainted	decoration,	 to	mention	only	 the	main	ones,[10]	 are	not	 found	 in	our	 sample.	 If	 not	
entirely	stochastic,	this	could	 indicate	that	the	findings	from	our	Phase	B-0	predate	the	appearance	of	











from	 these	 strata.	 A	 small	 subset	 of	 the	 assemblage	 (2.8%	 of	 the	 sample)	 comes	 from	 construction	
activities	(C),	notably	the	fill	of	the	construction	cut	for	the	drainage	on	the	east	side	of	the	house	(SU	
1465),	and	the	fill	of	the	foundation	trench	for	one	of	the	main	walls	(SU	1440).	Finally,	another	group	of	








earlier	deposits	were	at	 least	partially	 reworked,	most	 likely	 in	 the	context	of	 the	demolishing	of	pre-
existing	structures	to	make	room	for	the	new	orthogonal	layout	in	the	course	of	the	5th	century.	Given	





Another	 substantial	 subset	 of	 the	 sample,	 roughly	 equal	 to	 one	 third	 of	 the	 assemblage,	 consists	 of	













the	 basis	 of	 macroscopic	 observation	 of	 fabric	 composition	 to	 derive	 generically	 from	 the	 Iberian	
peninsula,	 Tyrrhenian	 coast	 of	 the	 Italian	 peninsula	 or	 Vesuvian	 area,	 though	 the	 absence	 of	 rims,	




residuals	 (impasto	 pottery	 and	 impasto	 rosso),	 once	 again	 likely	 derived	 from	 the	 first	 phase	 of	 the	


















Activity	 D2	 –	 The	 finds	 from	 the	 only	 portion	 of	 finished	 floor	 excavated	 in	 the	 courtyard	 (SU	 1173)	
consist	 of	 137	 fragments	 (Figure	 33),	 approximately	 one	 quarter	 of	 the	 entire	 sample	 for	 Phase	 1A.	
Important	 for	distinguishing	 this	 assemblage	 from	 the	ones	described	above	 is	 the	 relative	 scarcity	of	
















A	 more	 precise	 chronological	 range	 is	 provided	 by	 the	 Black-Gloss	 pottery	 present.	 Several	 rim	
fragments	of	hemispherical	bowls	of	the	Morel	2783-2784	type,	which	appear	by	the	end	of	the	4th	c.	
BCE,	 and	whose	 production	 continued	 for	 about	 a	 century,	 until	 the	 late	 3rd	 or	 early	 2nd	 c.	 BCE	 are	
present.	The	same	date	can	be	assigned	to	smaller-sized	bowls	of	the	Morel	2787	type,	and	the	bowls	
with	 concave-convex	 profile	 of	 the	Morel	 2621	 type.	 A	more	 refined	 terminus	 post	 quem	 is	 given	by	
several	 floors	of	bowls	of	the	Morel	2783-2784	type,	featuring	four	stamped	palmettes	with	the	same	
orientation.	The	palmette	type,	the	profile	of	the	foot	and	technological	aspects	of	both	fabric	and	gloss	
have	 good	 parallels	 in	 contexts	 from	 Etruria	 and	 Latium	 dating	 to	 the	 period	 280/270-265/260	 BCE	
(Ferrandes	 2006,	 151-157,	 Facies	 6;	 Ferrandes	 2015	 and	 2016a,	 Facies	MR7),	 a	 phase	 that	 has	 been	











with	 the	 Temple	 of	 Iuppiter	 Stator,	 vowed	 in	 294	 BCE;	 the	 finds	 from	 the	 latter	 site	 are	 discussed	 in	
Ferrandes	 2016b	 and	 2016c).	 Examples	 from	 this	 early	 stage	 of	 their	 production	 are	 relatively	 rare,	
becoming	 more	 common	 in	 the	 next	 generation	 of	 the	 production	 (corresponding	 to	 the	 “Magna-
Grecian”	phase	described	above).	At	this	stage,	the	class	is	present	in	most	contexts	with	large	pottery	
assemblages.	The	diffusion	of	 the	class	peaks	 in	 the	middle/third	quarter	of	 the	3rd	c.	BCE	 (Ferrandes	




range.	The	 fragment	 is	very	poorly	preserved,	but	 it	 is	possible	 to	ascribe	 it	 to	 the	so-called	“biconico	
dell’Esquilino”	type,	whose	first	appearance	in	Rome	(its	likely	production	center)	dates	to	the	“Magna	





recently	 proposed	 (Cibecchini	 and	 Capelli	 2013),	 distinguishing	 three	 sub-types	 (Va,	 b	 and	 c).	 Our	
fragment	 has	 points	 in	 common	 with	 both	 sub-types	 Va	 and	 Vb.	 The	 latter	 seems	 to	 have	 been	
introduced	 only	 after	 280/270	 BCE,	 and	 to	 have	 become	 especially	 common	 in	 the	 260/250-220	 BCE	
period.	Unfortunately,	however,	the	preserved	portion	of	the	container	is	not	large	enough	to	assign	the	




and	 their	 absolute	 chronology.	 First,	 it	 is	worth	 noting	 that	 the	 leveling	 layers	 and	 dumps	 connected	
with	 the	 construction	 of	 the	 house	 contain	 a	 large	 proportion	 of	 residual	 pottery	 fragments,	 mostly	
dating	 to	 the	 earliest	 phases	 of	 the	 city	 formation,	 i.e.	 predating	 the	 5th	 c.	 BCE	 restructuring	 of	 the	
urban	 layout.	Thus,	we	can	conclude	that	building	activities	 in	the	Mid-Republican	period	 involved	the	
destruction	of	substantial	portions	of	the	pre-existing	stratigraphic	sequence	through	the	redeposition	
of	many	of	the	early	deposits	formed	within	the	town.	This	has	important	implications	for	the	study	of	
the	 distribution	 and	 character	 of	 the	 pre-5th	 c.	 BCE	 activities	 at	 Gabii.	 While	 the	 levelling	 activities	
clearly	reuse	materials	from	within	the	town,	the	floor	surfaces	themselves	appear	to	be	made	of	more	
carefully	selected	materials,	as	residual	ceramics	are	minimal.	The	excavated	portion	of	the	floor	surface	






















































2nd	 c.	 BCE.	 The	 precise	 dating	 of	 the	 stratigraphic	 contexts	 of	 Phase	 1B	 has	 been	 facilitated	 by	 the	




















of	 ceramics	 (151	 sherds,	 Figure	 36),	 among	 which	 there	 are	 several	 diagnostic	 elements.	 Residues	










fabric	 fracturing	with	 clean	 break	 lines,	while	 the	 former	 feature	 a	 coarser	 fabric	 producing	 irregular	
fractures	and	opaque	gloss.	






The	amphora	 sample	 includes	 fragments	 that	 can	be	generically	attributed	 to	Eastern	Mediterranean,	
North	 African,	 Tyrrhenian	 and	 perhaps	 Iberian	 productions.	 The	 Tyrrhenian	 amphorae,	 which	 are	
probably	 all	 from	 the	 Campanian	 region,	 include	 fragments	 of	 the	 “late”	 Graeco-Italic	 type	 Van	 der	
Mersch/Cibecchini	VIb,	dating	to	the	first	quarter	of	the	2nd	c.	BCE	(Cibecchini	and	Capelli	2013,	443).	
Activity	G1–	With	its	3.873	fragments	(Figure	37),	the	fill	that	obliterates	one	of	the	main	drains	of	the	








same	chronological	 range.	Residual	pottery	 is	negligible,	 representing	 less	 than	5%	of	 the	assemblage.	
We	can	mention	fragments	of	Early	Iron	Age	impasto	pottery	of	the,	and	fragments	of	Impasto	Bruno,	
Impasto	Rosso	and	Bucchero,	dating	between	the	7th	c.	and	5th	c.	BCE.	Among	the	cooking	vessels	are	a	





the	 class	 of	 the	 Genucilia	 Plates	 (Figure	 38,	 fig.	 1),	 a	 red	 figured	 pottery	 produced	 in	 central	 Italy	




BCE	 onwards	 until	 260-240	 BCE	 (Ferrandes	 2006,	 157-160;	 Ferrandes	 2016a).	 The	 object	 is	 fully	
preserved,	 and	 can	be	 compared	with	Morel	 form	3682	 (though	 shoulder	 and	 rim	are	quite	different	
from	 the	 published	 examples).	 The	 object	 in	 question	might	 be	 interpreted	 as	 a	 heirloom,	 unless	we	
admit	that	the	production	of	this	ware	continued	for	a	longer	period	than	commonly	thought.	
	









the	bottom.	The	rosettes	are	of	a	 type	which	 is	characteristic	of	 the	phase	 in	which	the	Etrusco-Latial	
productions	 were	 heavily	 influenced	 by	 contemporary	 styles	 from	 Magna	 Graecia	 (Ferrandes	 2015,	
Facies	MR	7).	Bowls	with	as	single	stamp	(mostly	rosette),	which	are	more	frequent	in	the	assemblage	






the	 single	 central	 stamp	 (indeed	 the	 Latial	 production	 of	 Black	 Gloss	 pottery	 featuring	 stamped	
decoration	terminates	at	the	end	of	the	3rd	c.	BCE).	
Another	subset	of	Black-Gloss	pottery	has	been	identified	based	on	both	technological	features	(quality	




the	 interior	 with	 3	 stamps,	 featuring	 a	 palmette	 motif	 surrounded	 by	 rouletted	 bands.	 While	 the	
dimensions	 of	 the	 stamps	 vary,	 the	 compositional	 style	 is	 very	 uniform.	 The	palmettes	 are	 extremely	
stylized,	 with	 the	 leaves	 represented	 with	 simple	 oblique	 lines	 branching	 off	 from	 a	 thicker	 central	
element	(Stanco	2005,	210).	Perhaps	slightly	later	in	date	are	examples	of	the	larger	plate/patera	Morel	
2821-2823	 (Figure	39,	 fig.	13;	 cf.	Activity	E1),	which	are	characterized	by	 the	same	kind	of	decoration	
(Figure	39,	 fig.	 14).	 These	 standardized	 features	 suggest	 that	 the	 vessels	were	produced	by	 the	 same	
workshop,	 whose	 identification	 remain	 uncertain.	 A	 group	 of	 objects	 very	 similar	 in	 terms	 of	 shape	
range	 and	 decoration,	 however,	 has	 been	 documented	 at	 the	 sanctuary	 site	 of	 Lucus	 Feroniae,	 and	
tentatively	 attributed	 to	 Faliscan	workshops	active	 in	 the	 second	half	 of	 the	3rd	 c.	BCE	 (Stanco	2005,	
210-217).	
	
	Figure	 39:	 Tincu	 House,	 Phase	 B-1	 B.	 Illustrations	 of	 key	 diagnostic	 elements	 from	 the	 east	 drainage	 fill	
assemblage	(Activity	G1;	SU	1279):	Black	Gloss	pottery	(n.	8-14)	
Lamps	are	rare	in	this	assemblage.	Three	fragments	of	the	Black	Gloss	type	were	identified.	The	shapes	




Thin-Walled	 beakers	 of	 the	 Marabini	 I	 type	 (cf.	 Activity	 F1),	 which	 is	 documented	 in	 stratigraphic	














entire	 sample),	 whose	 comparanda	 date	 to	 the	 2nd	 c.	 BCE.	 The	 most	 common	 shape	 is	 the	 olla,	
particularly	the	type	with	an	outcurving	and	slightly	pointed	rim	(Bertoldi	2011,	94-95,	Type	4;	Figure	42,	
figs.	20-24).	Less	commonly	found	are	specimens	with	small	thickened	rims,	especially	the	variant	with	a	









of	 which	 there	 are	 examples	 in	 both	 Coarse	Ware	 and	 Internal	 Red	 Slip	 (Figure	 42,	 figs.	 33-36).	 The	
variants	 find	 comparanda	with	 types	 common	 during	 the	 period	 of	 transition	 from	 the	Mid-	 to	 Late-	
Republican	 periods	 (Ferrandes	 forthcoming	 2).	 Finally,	 there	 are	 several	 examples	 of	 portable	 ovens	
(clibanus),	 which	 have	 been	 documented	 at	 nearby	 sites	 (e.g.	 Ponte	 di	 Nona)	 in	 2nd	 c.	 BCE	 deposits	
Bertoldi	2011,	108-109).	
	
	Figure	 41:	 Tincu	 House,	 Phase	 B-1	 B.	 Illustrations	 of	 key	 diagnostic	 elements	 from	 the	 east	 drainage	 fill	
assemblage	(Activity	G1;	SU	1279):	Internal	Slip	Ware	ollae	(n.	20-28).	
	Figure	 42:	 Tincu	 House,	 Phase	 B-1	 B.	 Illustrations	 of	 key	 diagnostic	 elements	 from	 the	 east	 drainage	 fill	
assemblage	(Activity	G1;	SU	1279):	Coarse	Ware	lids	(n.	29-32),	Coarse	Ware	and	Pompeian	Red	Slip	pans	(n.	33,	
35-36),	and	Coarse	Ware	cooking	stand	(n.	34).	









	Figure	 43:	 Tincu	 House,	 Phase	 B-1	 B.	 Illustrations	 of	 key	 diagnostic	 elements	 from	 the	 east	 drainage	 fill	
assemblage	(Activity	G1;	SU	1279):	Amphorae	(n.	37-40).	
To	 summarize,	 there	 are	 numerous	 diagnostic	 finds	 that	 allow	 us	 to	 date	 the	 activities	 of	 Phase	 1B	
(Table	7)	with	confidence.	The	Black	Gloss	pottery	sample	includes	types	that	were	introduced	in	Etruria	
and	Latium	during	 the	 transition	 from	the	Middle	 to	 the	Late	Republican	period.	The	examples	of	 the	








Van	der	Mersch/Cibecchini	VIb	 (first	quarter	of	 the	2nd	c.	BCE).	Finally,	a	 fixed	point	 in	the	 late	3rd	c.	
BCE	 has	 been	 proposed	 for	 some	 of	 the	 common	 wares	 for	 food	 storage	 and	 consumption	 (the	
olla/beaker	 Bertoldi	 2)	 and	 for	 two	 cooking	 vessels	 (olla	 Bertoldi	 1	 and	 4).	 Beyond	 changes	 in	 the	











The	 strata	 associated	with	 Phase	 B-2	 yielded	 1038	 fragments	 (Table	 24,	 Figure	 44),	 corresponding	 to	








sherds	 (Figure	45),	many	of	which	are	 residual.	These	 residual	 finds	 range	 from	the	earliest	phases	of	
occupation	of	the	settlement,	the	EIA	to	Late	Archaic	periods	(Impasto,	Impasto	Bruno,	Impasto	Rosso,	
Impasto	 Chiaro	 Sabbioso,	 Bucchero,	 coarse	 ware	 dolia,	 ESW	 and	 ISW),	 to	 the	Mid-Republican	 phase	
(Early/Mid-Republican	 Red	 Slip,	 Black	Gloss	 including	 the	 overpainted	 types,	 Coarse	Ware	 and	 Cream	













fill	 of	 a	 Pozzolana	 quarry	 at	 the	 site	 later	 occupied	 by	 the	 Horti	 Lamiani	 on	 the	 Esquiline:	 Ferrandes	
2014b,	 360-361).	 This	 seems	 to	 be	 one	 of	 the	many	 local	 red	 gloss	 productions	 that	 predate	 Italian	
sigillata.	The	class	is	characterized	by	an	extremely	fine	micaceous	fabric	and	a	slip	ranging	in	color	from	
orange	to	coral	red	with	soapy	consistency	(much	like	the	contemporary	Dressel	2	and	3	lamps	and	of	
the	 Black	 Gloss	 productions	with	 grey	 fabric,	 also	 known	 as	 Roman	D,	 both	manufactured	 in	 Rome).	














a	 rim	 fragment	 relating	 to	 the	more	 recent	 variants	 of	 the	 “late”	 Graeco-Italic	 productions	 (Van	 der	
Mersch/Cibecchini	VIb)	or	to	the	transitional	amphorae	that	preceed	the	Dressel	1	 (Cibecchini	2004,	5	
n.16).	 The	 remaining	 amphora	 fragments	 are	 not	 diagnostic,	 but	 the	 fabrics	 are	 related	 to	 Eastern	
Mediterranean	(perhaps	also	Rhodian?),	North	African,	Adriatic	and	Iberian	productions.	
Activity	I1–	The	fill	connected	with	the	construction	of	wall	SU	1186	contained	30	sherds,	corresponding	
to	 2.89%	 of	 the	 Phase	 B-2	 sample	 (Figure	 46).	 The	 fill	 mostly	 contained	 residues	 (Impasto,	 Impasto	
Rosso,	Bucchero,	and	some	Coarse	Wares).	Materials	generically	dating	to	the	second	half	of	the	2nd	c.	





the	main	access	 to	Room	B6	 from	the	new	atrium,	 is	 larger	 (177	 fragments,	at	17.10%	 for	 the	Phase;	
Figure	47).	 Impasto,	 Impasto	Chiaro	Sabbioso,	Bucchero,	 almost	all	of	 the	Coarse	Ware,	Cream	Ware,	
and	 External	 Slip	 Ware,	 as	 well	 as	 a	 large	 proportion	 of	 the	 Black	 Gloss	 pottery,	 are	 residual.	 The	
diagnostic	 fragments,	however,	allow	us	to	refine	the	terminus	post	quem	provided	by	the	 finds	 from	
Activity	H1.	 Fragments	of	ovoid	beaker	 type	Ricci	 I/7	 (Marabini	 III),	 also	present	 in	 the	 latter	 context,	
indicates	a	date	 to	after	 the	middle	of	 the	2nd	c.	BCE.	The	Black	Gloss	 lamp	of	 type	Ricci	F,	however,	
postdates	 130/110	BCE	 (Ricci	 1973,	 219-222).	 Another	 lamp	 fragment	 from	 the	 assemblage	has	 been	
tentatively	assigned	to	the	Dressel	3A	type,	which	is	a	transitional	shape	between	the	Late	Republican	















In	 summary,	 the	 deposits	 associated	 with	 Activities	 H1-J1	 featured	 a	 significant	 quantity	 of	 residual	
inclusions,	but	useful	elements	to	define	a	terminus	post	quem	for	the	Phase	are	available	(Table	25).	
The	datable	 elements	 derive	 from	 ceramic	 classes	whose	diffusion	 started	 in	 the	 late	 2nd	 c.	 BCE	 and	
peaked	 in	 the	 early	 1st	 c.	 BCE.	 Among	 the	 finewares,	 the	 most	 representative	 class	 is	 the	 Late	
Republican	 Red	 Slip	Ware,	 a	 contemporary	 Roman	 production	 that	 has	 been	 recently	 identified.	 The	








Etrusco-latial	 open	 non	id.	 	
fine	II/inizio	I	–	
50/30	a.C.	(?)	
H1	 Lamps	 Etrusco-latial	 	 Ricci	H	 	
post	(fine	II	sec.	a.C.?)	-	
età	sillana	
I2	 Lamps	 Etrusco-latial	 	 Dressel	3A	(?)	 	
80/70	a.C.	–	
età	augustea	








The	contexts	 from	the	 last	phase	of	activity	discussed	 in	this	volume	contained	the	 largest	quantity	of	
excavated	materials	(Table	26	and	Table	27,	Figure	49):	8,576	sherds,	corresponding	to	60%	of	the	entire	
collection	 of	 finds	 from	 the	 Tincu	 House.	 Despite	 the	 large	 sample	 size,	 relatively	 few	 elements	 are	
available	 to	 fix	 a	 terminus	post	quem,	because	 the	assemblage	 is	dominated	by	 residues	 from	earlier	
periods.	 In	 fact,	 fragments	 from	construction	 levels	 (activity	K;	Table	26)	amount	 to	a	mere	3%	of	 the	
Phase	B-3	 sample.	Most	of	 the	material	 comes	 from	extensive	 layers	 that	obliterate	 the	 structures	of	
Phase	B-2,	marking	the	final	abandonment	of	parts	of	the	house	(activity	L;	Table	27),	making	up	86%	of	
the	 total.	 Anthropic	 activities	 in	 this	 phase	 are	 very	 limited,	 and	 are	 related	 to	 spoliation	 (activity	M:	





yielded	202	sherds	 (1.99%	of	 the	Phase	B-3	assemblage;	Figure	50).	Almost	all	 the	material	 is	 residual	











that	 documented	 for	 Phase	 B-2	 contexts,	 suggesting	 that	 the	 Phase	 B-2	 levels	 were	 extensively	










Activity	L1	 -	The	dump	SU	1401,	 located	along	the	west	wall	of	the	courtyard,	represents	the	first	 in	a	
long	 series	 of	 accumulations	 within	 various	 areas	 of	 the	 Tincu	 House,	 whose	 deposition	 reflects	 the	
progressive	 abandonment	of	 the	building.	 This	 layer	 contained	55	 fragments	 (0.65%	of	 the	Phase	B-3	
sample),	 dominated	 by	 Coarse	 Ware	 (Figure	 53;	 the	 SU	 includes	 also	 a	 high	 proportion	 of	 faunal	
remains).	The	material	 is	generally	 residual,	although	types	 in	circulation	over	an	extended	period	are	
also	present.	As	is	the	case	for	Activities	K1-K3,	the	latest	ceramics	date	to	between	the	middle	and	late	





Activity	 L2	 -	 SU	 1221,	 soil	 accumulated	 in	 the	 drain	 SU	 1228	 in	 the	 courtyard	 included	 17	 fragments	
(0.20%	 of	 the	 Phase	 B-3	 assemblage)	 (Figure	 54).	 The	 few	 pottery	 fragments	 can	 be	 interpreted	 as	
residual	materials.	A	notable	inclusion	is	the	base	of	a	Black	Gloss	vessel	of	Arretine	production	featuring	








Activity	 L3	 -	 The	 dumping	 layers	 deposited	within	 Room	 B5	 (SUs	 1232,	 1242)	 yielded	 300	 fragments	
(3.5%	of	the	Phase	B-3	assemblage),	thus	representing	one	of	the	richest	contexts	(Figure	55).	However,	
the	composition	of	this	subset	of	materials	does	not	differ	substantially	from	the	typical	assemblage	of	
Phase	B-2.	These	 levels	 feature	pottery	classes	dating	 to	 the	Archaic	 through	Mid-Republican	periods,	
and	 a	 smaller	 proportion	 of	 2nd	 c.	 BCE	 objects.	 Fragments	 of	 large	 bowls	 featuring	 a	 thin	 coating	 of	
opaque	Black	Gloss,	which	covers	the	interior	floor,	while	on	the	exterior	it	ends	irregularly	just	below	
the	rim	are	present,	a	class	of	vessel	not	seen	elsewhere	at	Gabii.	Recent	studies	of	this	class	of	ceramics	








3rd	 c.	 BCE;	 and	 238b,	 perhaps	 275-270	 BCE).	 Pottery	 and	 coin	 evidence	 demonstrates	 that	 the	 soil	
dumped	in	Room	B5	was	quarried	from	the	strata	accumulated	in	the	previous	phase.	
Activity	L4	-	It	is	unclear	whether	SU	1222	was	a	layer	of	collapse	or	yet	another	accumulation	on	top	of	















of	 the	 type	 Conspectus	 26.2.	 Of	 a	 slightly	 later	 date,	 dating	 to	 the	 Tiberian	 period,	 are	 cups	 with	
restricted	walls	of	the	type	Conspectus	32,	and	dishes	with	sloping	walls	of	the	type	Conspectus	3.	The	
element	latest	in	date	is	a	fragment	of	the	hemispherical	Conspectus	34	type,	whose	date	begins	around	
30	 CE.	 A	 generic	 date	 in	 the	Augustan	 period	 can	 be	 proposed	 for	 fragments	 of	 lamps	 similar	 to	 the	
Bailey	B	type,	and	the	Camulodunum	184	amphorae	from	Rhodes	(the	earliest	examples	in	Rome	come	
from	the	Forum	of	Caesar,	42-29	BCE:	Zampini	2014,	189-203;	the	diffusion	picks	up	beginning	around	















Italian	 sigillata	 includes	 some	 significant	 diagnostic	 elements.	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 carinated	 cylindrical	
bowl	of	the	Conspectus	26.2	type,	already	seen	in	the	strata	formed	during	Activity	L5,	we	note	the	bowl	
with	 a	 sloping	 wall	 of	 type	 Conspectus	 8.	 Broad	 dishes	 with	 sloping	 walls	 of	 the	 Conspectus	 3	 type,	
dating	to	the	Tiberian	Period,	and	the	Conspectus	32	type	cup	with	a	restricted	wall,	here	in	the	variant	










atrium	courtyard	 (SUs	1260,	1270,	1271).	 These	 features	yielded	107	 fragments,	which	 correspond	 to	
1.24%	 of	 the	 Phase	 B-3	 sample	 (Figure	 1).	 As	 other	 contexts	 from	 Phase	 B-3,	 the	 assemblage	 is	
composed	of	residual	ceramics,	in	most	cases	predating	the	5th	c.	BCE.	The	most	recent	finds,	which	are	




















To	sum	up,	 the	 finds	 from	Activities	K1-O1,	although	quantitatively	 rich	 (more	 than	8,500	 fragments),	
include	only	a	small	 fraction	of	diagnostic	materials	 (Table	28).	A	well-defined	group	of	 Italian	sigillata	
objects,	 including	plates	with	vertical	 rims	of	 the	Conspectus	20.4	 type	and	hemispherical	 cups	of	 the	
Conspectus	34	 type,	 can	be	dated	 to	30	CE	or	 soon	after.	 Four	 fragments	of	African	Red	Slip	are	also	
attested,	 but	 their	 interpretation	 is	 problematic.	 If	 not	 intrusive,	 their	 presence	 would	 bring	 the	
terminus	post	quem	for	Phase	B-3	to	60/70	CE,	based	on	the	date	of	the	initial	diffusion	of	the	class	in	
neighboring	Rome.	





























The	 study	 of	 the	 complex	 stratigraphic	 sequence	 excavated	 in	 the	 Tincu	 House	 has	 provided	 the	
opportunity	to	analyze	a	rich	corpus	of	more	than	14,000	fragments	relating	to	the	occupation	of	and	
activities	 taking	place	 in	 the	area	B	property	between	 the	5th	c.	BCE	 to	 the	1st	 c.	CE.	While	primarily	
chronological	in	its	purpose,	our	examination	of	the	ceramic	assemblages	has	laid	the	groundwork	which	
will	allow	us	to	sketch	a	general	picture	of	the	production,	 import	and	consumption	of	goods	at	Gabii.	
The	 quantitative	 study	 of	 the	 finds	 has	 made	 it	 evident	 that	 the	 distribution	 of	 the	 sample	 is	 very	














Latial)	 lamps,	 confirming	 the	 chronological	 trend	 seen	 in	 Rome.	 The	 diffusion	 of	 these	 vessels	 in	 this	
initial	 phase	 was	 extremely	 rare,	 suggesting	 that	 lighting	 was	 mainly	 based	 on	 the	 use	 of	 torches	
(Pavolini	1987).	
Similarly,	 the	 distribution	 of	 amphorae,	 whose	 proportion	 correspond	 to	 about	 1%	 of	 the	 entire	
assemblage,	 mirrors	 the	 pattern	 documented	 at	 Rome.	 Therefore,	 it	 is	 likely	 that	 other	 types	 of	
containers	were	used	to	transport	wine	into	town	(e.g.,	animal	skin:	Volpe	2009;	Panella	2010).	
Finally,	 the	parallel	between	Gabii	and	other	Etruscan	and	Latin	centers	 is	 seen	 in	 the	common	wares	
used	for	the	preparation,	storage	and	cooking	of	food.	The	latter	category,	which	includes	some	of	the	
earliest	 examples	 of	 Internal	 Red	 Slip	 Ware,	 demonstrates	 a	 significant	 change	 in	 the	 technological	
features	 (e.g.,	 fabric	 composition	 and	 thickness	 of	 the	 walls),	 especially	 when	 compared	 with	 the	
previous	 types	 of	 Coarse	 Ware	 and	 Internal	 Slip	 Ware,	 revealing	 important	 innovations	 in	 both	 the	








is	 much	 more	 detailed.	 The	 fill	 of	 one	 of	 the	 main	 drainage	 channels	 of	 the	 building	 yielded	 an	
exceptional	assemblage,	both	quantitatively	(about	4,000	fragments)	and	qualitatively	(residuals	are	all	
but	 absent;	 the	 vessels	 are	 often	 fully	 preserved	 or	 mostly	 preserved	 and	 having	 many	 joining	
fragments).	This	assemblage	represents	one	of	the	best	contexts	dating	to	the	late	3rd	and	early	2nd	c.	
BCE	 known	 from	 the	 Etrusco-Latial	 region.	 Well-dated	 comparative	 material	 from	 elsewhere	 in	 the	
region	presents	some	 limitations,	either	because	of	 the	small	 sample	size	 (e.g.,	Rome,	pavement	of	S.	






decoration	 decreases	 progressively	 during	 the	 second	 half	 of	 the	 3rd	 c.	 BCE,	 the	 Gabii	 deposit	 has	
yielded	 all	 the	 known	 variants	 spanning	 the	 transition	 to	 the	 Late	 Republican	 tradition.	 The	 most	
interesting	point	here	centers	on	a	subset	of	vessels	characterized	by	consistently	similar	technological	
(fabric	 and	 gloss)	 and	 decorative	 features	 (e.g.,	 three	 radial	 palmettes	 on	 the	 floor,	 surrounded	 by	 a	




picture.	Only	a	comparative	 study	of	 the	collections	 from	these	 two	sites	will	 tell	us	 if	we	are	dealing	
with	 a	 single	 manufacture,	 or	 –	 as	 was	 often	 the	 case	 in	 the	 Mid-Republican	 period	 –	 if	 the	 same	
morphological	and	decorative	repertoire	was	shared	by	multiple	Etrusco-Latial	centers.	
Another	 important	 observation	 is	 that	 the	 sample	 from	 the	 drain	 fill	 and	 other	 Phase	 1B	 contexts	
feature	some	of	the	earliest	examples	of	Thin-Walled	beakers	(type	Marabini	I).	The	presence	of	these	










Impasto	 pottery	 tradition,	 with	 the	 exception	 of	 a	 few	 shapes	 (whose	 fabric	 and	 wall	 thickness	 are,	
however,	 completely	 different),	 demonstrating	 that	 the	 process	 of	 technological	 innovation	 begun	
during	Phase	1A	came	to	its	conclusion	in	Phase	1B.	
In	 contrast	 with	 the	 Phase	 B-1	 assemblage,	 the	 finds	 from	 Phases	 2	 and	 3	 show	 a	 lesser	 degree	 of	
variability	 in	 the	 number	 of	 ceramic	 classes	 and	 productions	 represented.	 New	 types	 known	 to	 have	
been	first	introduced	in	the	2nd	c.	BCE	are	present	only	sporadically,	usually	as	residual	materials	in	the	
Phase	B-2	stratigraphy.	These	fragments	probably	originate	from	objects	that	were	 in	use	 in	the	Tincu	
House	 after	 its	 early	 2nd	 c.	 BCE	 restoration.	 Although	 it	 represents	more	 than	 60%	of	 the	 excavated	
materials,	 the	 sample	 from	Phase	B-3	 is	even	poorer	 in	 terms	of	 its	 composition,	because	 it	primarily	
consists	of	 residual	elements	 from	Phases	1A	and	1B.	 In	addition	 to	 the	 few	diagnostic	elements	 that	
provide	a	terminus	post	quem	of	the	Phase	B-3	activities,	objects	that	can	be	securely	dated	to	after	100	






that	 in	both	classes	the	fabric	 is	 identical	 to	that	used	to	mae	coarse	ware	vessels	 that	were	certainly	
used	for	cooking	over	fire,	and	by	the	preponderance	of	the	olla	 in	the	repertoire	of	 forms	known	for	
both	types.	Further,	the	 internal	slip	has	been	interpreted	as	an	attempt	at	 insulating	the	container	 in	
order	to	prevent	the	absorption	of	liquids	and	fats.	Thus,	the	internal	slip	olla	has	often	been	referred	to	
as	an	ideal	vessel	for	cooking	certain	foods	which	tend	to	stick,	such	as	the	puls,	or	meats	from	which	




from	 liquids.	 Proponents	 of	 this	 view,	 therefore,	 suggest	 that	 at	 least	 some	 of	 the	 production,	most	
notably	 that	of	 the	 larger	 containers,	 could	have	been	used	primarily	 for	 the	 storage	of	 foodstuffs.	 In	
addition,	the	presence	of	numerous	graffiti,	particularly	around	the	rim,	and	the	frequent	occurrence	of	
the	class	at	sacred	sites	would	seem	to	suggest	a	preferential	–	though	certainly	not	exclusive	–	use	of	






2012,	 pp.	 00-00.	 A	 comprehensive	 re-examination	 of	 the	materials	 from	Veii	 is	 in	 Cascino,	 Di	 Sarcina	
2008.	







Calabria)	 on	 behalf	 of	 the	 American	 Academy	 in	 Rome	 aimed	 at	 the	 systematic	 review	 of	 the	
documentation	 and	 finds	 of	 the	 excavations	 conducted	 by	 F.	 Brown	 at	 the	 site.	 The	 presence	 of	







north-eastern	 Palatine	 site	 see	 Ferrandes	 2015	 and,	 more	 extensively,	 Ferrandes	 2016a.	 A	 detailed	
analysis	of	aspects	of	production,	morphology,	and	chronology	of	the	class	was	recently	carried	out	by	
Alessandra	Vivona	 in	her	MA	thesis	 in	Classical	Archaeology	titled	 ‘Ceramiche	d’impasto	a	Roma	tra	 la	
prima	e	la	media	età	repubblicana.	Il	controverso	caso	dell’Internal	Slip	Ware	tra	dati	acquisiti	e	nuove	
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